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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TI E Author had not the leaſt expeQation of 
maKing the following Sermon publick, otherwiſe 
than by it's delivery from the pulpit; and had not 
the ſubject required immediate recommendation, 
it might have been diſcuſſed in a better method. 
He ſhould have refed the requeſt of ſome of his 
hearers, to ſend it forth in the preſent form, had 
he not felt it his duty, at this criſis, to do what 
he was able for the promotion of unanimity, in 
defence of our religious and civil liberty. How 
far it was proper for the Author to comply 
with the well-meant requeſt of his friends, muſt 
be determined not by the critical acumen, but 


by the candid judgment, of the Reader, 
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TO THE 


INHABITANTS 


OF THE 


PARISH OF ST. ANDREW, HOLBORN, 


THIS SERMON, 


PUBLISHED AT THEIR REQUEST, 


IS MOST RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED, 


BY THEIR SINCERE WELL. wISRHER, 


THE AUTHOR. 
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MARK iii. 24. 


IF A KINGDOM BE DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF, 
THAT KINGDOM CANNOT STAND. 


TI E reaſoning powers of our Saviour were 


wonderful: his enemies themſelves being judges. 


When certain perſons were ſent by the Sanhedrim 
to apprehend him, they returned and exclaimed, 
“Never man ſpake like this man.” A ſtriking 
inſtance of his ability to detect and to confound 
his adverſaries, is found in this chapter. A 
company of Jewiſh ſcribes, who came down 
from Jeruſalem, moſt probably to counteract the 
ſpreading fame of Jeſus, for want of a better ar- 
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10 
gument, faid, © He hath Beelzebub, and by the 
prince of the devils caſteth he out devils.” No 
aſſertion could more prove their inveterate ma- 
lice, or their conſummate ignorance. To ſup- 
poſe that Chriſt ſupported the credit, and ob- 
tained the belief, of thoſe doftrines, which when 
embraced tend to the overthrow of Satan's king- 
dom by the help of Satan himſelf, is a ſuppoſition 
of which a child of ordinary capacity might ſee 
the abſurdity. 

Our Saviour well knew their murmurings, 
and the unreaſonable method they took to under- 
mine his influence on the common people, and 
to remove, if poſſible, their own convictions. 
Deſirous to impreſs other ſentiments on their 
minds reſpecting himſelf, and to improve the 
circumſtance, our Lord called them unto him, 
and ſaid unto them, by parables and metaphors, 
« How can Satan caſt out Satan?“ and,“ if «a 
kingdom be divided againſt itſelf, that kingdom 
cannot ftand;”—and if a houſe, a family, be 

4 divided 


11 
divided againſt itſelf, the reſpeQability and 
comfort of that family cannot continue. 

Satan has too much knowledge to aſſiſt in 
dividing the kingdom of evil over which he is 
permitted to rule. Infernal ſpirits, though they 
themſelves ſeek reſt and find none, yet are they 


always diſpoſed to make proſelytes to ſin, and 


to lead men into embarraſſments and vices in 


this world, and to miſery in the next. Nothing 
but the almighty power of God holds Satan in 
ſubjection, and curbs his malice; nothing but 
the gracious interpoſition of God can effectually 
ſay, © hitherto ſhalt thou go, and no further; and 

here thy proud waves ſhall be ſtayed.” 
Unreaſonable as it may be, to ſuppoſe, that 
Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe profeſſed object in this world 
was to deſtroy the works of the devil, ſhould be 
aſſiſted in his miracles by that enemy to man; 
yet equally far from honeſty, from reaſon, from 
common ſenſe, and from the ſuggeſtions of their 
own conſciences, do many talk, who are deſirous 
B2 by 
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by all means and at all hazards to oppoſe the 
Goſpel of Jeſus. —But Chriſtians may congratulate 
themſelves on the /fabzlity of this glorious Goſpel 
of the bleſſed God—the foundation ſtandeth ſure. 
Solid ſenſe, and true philoſophy, are ſtill the ac- 
companiments of genuine faith and ſincere holi- 
neſs. Though evil ſpirits are ever in compact, 
to ſupport their own dominion, to diſcomfit the 
Church of Chriſt, and, if it were poſſible, to de- 
ſtroy it; yet have we the promiſe of the Almighty 
Founder of it, that the gates of hell, i. e. neither 


the power, nor the policy, of ſinners, ſhall pre- 
vail againſt it. The kingdom of Chriſt is that 
which ſhall never be deſtroyed. But wherein 
conſiſts the indeſtructability of this kingdom?— 
It is a community of principle. None are ſub- 
jects of that kingdom of Chriſt, but thoſe over 
Whoſe hearts, lives, tempers, and conduct, the 
Goſpel of Chriſt has an efficacious and ee 
influence. 

The 
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The leading features of true Chriſtianity are 
ſuch as theſe :—ſincere love to our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; grateful acceptance of the atonement he 
hath made for ſin; diligent ſearch for redemp- 
tion, through his blood; the forgiveneſs of our 
perſonal ſins, according to the riches of his grace; 
—fervent prayer for the aid of God's Holy Spirit 
to direct, govern, and ſanctify the true Chriſtian 
in this ſtate of infirmity, till he arrive at the per- 
fection of ſtability and of bliſs, in the everlaſting 
kingdom of God. This is a ſyſtem which will 
never, can never be deſtroyed, ſo long as Chriſt 
reigns king of kings and lord of lords, and that 
will be for ever and ever. Theſe few features 
which I have delineated, may be alſo called the 
radicals of Goſpel religion ; they are uncon- 
nected with this world, except only as they 
neceſſarily produce the fruits of righteouſneſs to 
the praiſe of God. It is this identity of Chriſ- 
tianity which is indiſſoluble, and which paſſes 


unimpaired through all the forms and cuſtoms, 
3 ceremonies, 
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ceremonies, and even ſuperſtitions, with which 
it may be attended in various ſtates of the world. 
Love to Chriſt—faith in his all- ſuffcient merits— 
defire and endeavour to honour his holy name 
and word—and a bleſſed hope of everlaſting 
life—theſe form, as it were, the ſoul of Godli- 
neſs, and paſs improved from the chamber of 
the dy:ng man, to the manſion in our heavenly 
Father's houſe. Sabbaths and public ordinances 
of religion, however plain or however ornament- 
ed, are but the viſible bodily part of it, adapted 
only, by the providence and grace of God, for 
preſent circumſtances in the preſent world; and 
this part of religion, ſacred and uſeful as it is, 
is ſo connected with the prevailing motives and 
practices of this world, that through the cunning 
craftineſs of ſinful men, it may be diſtracted, di- 
miniſhed, deſtroyed ! 

This is the kingdom which may be divided 
againſt itſelf —which has been, and now is, aw- 
fully divided againſt itſelf. In the preſent ſtate 
6429 + DH 4 | ch 
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much evil is mingled with what is good. Our 
own fins and the vices of others tend greatly to 
weaken the bands of religious influence. The 
laxity of religious opinion, which hath of late 
been much encouraged, on the one hand; and 
the bigotted, prejudiced, and contraſted views 
which ſome take of the Goſpel, on the other, 
have flrangely divided the Chriſtian intereſt 
againſt itſelf in this iſland. —Tke one extreme, 
which conſiders men of the moſt diſcordant reli- 
gious principles equally partakers of the promiſes 
made to the followers of Chriſt, reduces religion 


itſelf to nothing; and the other, which excludes 


all from Chriſtian bleſſings whoſe religious 


opinions and expreſſions do not exactly coincide 
with the meaſure of their partial ſentiments, re- 
duces the number of Chriftians to the men of 
their own ſett; and by theſe means, the outward 
and viſible Church of Chriſt, which like his ſeam- 
leſs coat ſhould be one ſociety, is weakened, 
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and becomes leſs ſucceſsful in its oppoſition to 
the enemies of Chriſt and of Chriſtians. 

My brethren, theſe things ought not ſo to be. 
Though real godlineſs be the ſame identical in- 
dioidubl thing, in every age and country; yet 
the public profeſſion of it, and the public worſhip 


of God, may be ſuſpended, or at leaſt endanger- 
ed, by a ſupine and regardleſs ſpirit. 

Often have the judgments of God fallen upon 
whole Churches, when they have in the general 
departed from his faith and fear. Theſe are fo 
many cautions to us, leſt the ſame cauſes ſhould 
produce the ſame conſequences in our religious. 
hemiſphere. Theſe afford ſo many motives—to 


be zealous for the honour of God, in diſcounte- 


nancing irreligious and vicious habits and prac- 
tices, thoſe deſtructive vultures which prey upon 
our national comfort and ſtability—to animate 
all who regard Chriſt's religion, and find it a 
ſource of happineſs—to excite mutual charity 
and forbearance towards each other—to think 

well 
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well and ſpeak well of all that love our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity —Then would the various 
denominations of Chriſtian Churches no longer 
be conſidered as one kingdom divided againſt 
itſelf, but the unavoidable effect of the differ- 
ence of temper and circumſtance incident to the 
preſent ſtate. —The Catholic, 1. e. the Univerſal 
Church, would then be a name and a praiſe in 
the earth; and the power of Satan, or his emiſ- 
ſaries, even in this reſpect, could not prevail 
againſt it. 

If all true Chriſtians, who agree in the en- 
1b of Chriſt's religion, would but give place 
more than they do to each other, on the mere 
eircumſtantials of it; if fewer men were found, 
who ſubſtitute party prejudices for the principles 
and practice of godlineſs;—if all the Chriſtian 
Churches in England were as an houſe at unity 
in itſelf ;—how much would the general intereſts 
of holineſs flouriſh? and we might expect that 
the Lord of the Earth would continue to pour 

down 
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down his bleſſing upon us.—If the fear of God 
rule in our hearts as a people, that will be the 
bond of peace and of all virtues. There is then 
nothing elſe we need to fear: becauſe that prin- 
ciple will make us to value and to improve the 
privileges we have ſo long enjoyed; it will make 
us to prefer the bright and ſteady light of Divine 
Revelation to the ignes fatui of human preſump- 
tion; it will make us to uſe with chearfulneſs 
whateyer means God hath put in our power to 
oppoſe thoſe who vilify his worſhip; and it will 
chearour hearts, in preſent circumſtances, becauſe 

attended by the conſideration, that “ the battle 
is not our's, but God's.” 

May the judgements which hang over our land 
be the means of teaching us righteouſneſs! May 
they be the means of ſtimulating a lukewarm, 
| backliding nation to a ſenſe of their duty, as 
members of civil ſociety, as rational creatures, 
as immortal beings, as profeſſed Chriſtians !—So 
long as God ſees fit to continue this burthen upon 
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us, may it prove a wholeſome and an efficacious 
medicine, to revive the debilitated morality of the 
land. The fear of the Lord will be our beſt con- 
fidence ; and may the threats of our enemies be 
the effectual nean of leading us to Him who 
hath broken, and whoſe hand alone can bind up; 
who hath wounded, and whoſe hand can make 
whole, Ay 
Whether the lowering cloud be permitted to 
burſt over this iſland, or whether the providence 
of God make uſe of a revived unanimity among 
ourſelves, as the inſtrument of diſperſing it—in 
either caſe we hope it will have a profitable ef- 
fe on our morals and our hearts: then will it 
be one of thoſe diſpenſations, which, though for 
the preſent it be grievous, will in the end work 


eſſentially for our good. 


Had I not topics more befitting the ſanctity of 


the ſabbath, and the ſolemnity of this houſe of 
prayer, I might enumerate many civil and politi- 
tal bleſſings, which we of this land have long 
f enjoyed, 
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20 
enjoyed, and do now enjoy ; I might for once be 
indulged in ſtepping aſide from the uſual tract, 
for which the preſent criſis of public affairs 

would be a ſufficient apology. I might ſay to 
the warmeſt advocates for modern liberty, in op- 


poſition to our preſent enjoyments, where are 
equal and ſteady laws? where is the beſt bond 


of freedom Trial by jury? Theſe may have 
a ſort of growth in ſome foreign countries; but 
they now flouriſh in, and may be called the natives 
of, the Britiſh ſoil. Contraſt theſe with the op- 
preſſion and tyranny of a neighbouring ſtate, 
made only tolerable becauſe dignified by the ap- 
pellation of Illumination and Liberty; names diſ- 
graced by their application. And ſhall we, as wiſe 
men, part with the ſubſtance, that we may catch 
the ſhadow? for, though by ſome mental illuſion 
it may ſeem more enlarged, remember the whole 
is but a ſhadow. I might alſo ſay, our real liber- 
ties, our juſt laws, our very exiſtence as an inde- 
pendent nation, are at ſtake ; and depend, under 

| 0 God, 
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God, on the iſſue of the preſent conteſt. What is 
Holland? what is Rome, Venice, Geneva? What 
is Spain? Look at theſe ſtates, which have been 
fraternized by France; ſhe ſeeks not their alli- 
ance, buttheir humiliation. They are but provinces 
under her controul: their money, their ſoldiers, 
are put in her power, and ſhe uſes both with un- 
diſſembled freedom. She wiſhes to have the ma- 
nagement of our councils, our armies, and our 
fleets ; ſhe wiſhes to ſubjugate us; and what ſhe 


means by giving liberty, is, to form an univerſal 
ſovereignty, and that the edicts of Paris ſhould 


be recognized by. the whole world. She would 
make her capital the ſeat of univerſal empire, and 
the emporium of the whole earth—I might ſay, 
robbery and plunder (under the ſpecious name of 
indemnification) is her object. —I might ſay, her 
demands upon us will be ruinous to our manu- 
factures and commerce, if we tamely ſuffer them 
to be exacted—a circumſtance deſerying the con- 
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22 
fideration as much of the labouring claſſes as of 


the opulent orders of ſociety. 

I might farther ſay, that the hopes of France 
are founded not on her public efforts, ſo much as 
on her inſidious policy. Her aim is to realize the 
axiom in the text—though ſhe blaſphemes the 
authority on which it was ſpoken.—She watches 
for ſome internal diſſention among ourſelves. Her 
hopes are founded on the vice, the ignorance, 
the diſloyalty, which her imagination and her 
wiſhes enormouſly magnify.—The few whoapolo- 
gize for our enemies, and labour to ſcreen their 
exceſſes, manifeſt, if not the groſſeſt ignoranee, 
the moſt malicious intentions. Such ſeem to have 
no objection that the ſame tragedies ſhould be 
repeated on the theatre of Britain, which would 
then for ever ceaſe to deſerve the epithet of 
Great. No man more than myſelf values liberty ; 
but, as a Chriſtian, I only wiſh ſo much of it as is 
conſiſtent with the welfare and happineſs of all my 
neighbours, who have as much right to be free as 
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myſelf ; and every candid man muſt allow that the 
laws of the land, as to their protection, and as to 
their penalties, attach themſelves equally to eve- 
ry order of the ſtate ; and this is all the equality 
which ſociety, conſiſtent with reaſon, with its 
general welfare, and with its very exiſtence, can 
admit, 

But on theſe topics I ſhall not enlarge, be- 
cauſe I would wiſh to recur to what I haye al- 
ready laid down, the neceſſity of unanimity upon 
a higher account—the defence of our Bible, our 
Sabbaths, the profeſſion and exerciſe of Religion, 
a8. well what is tolerated as what is eſtabliſhed. 
Theſe are menaced by our enemies abroad ; the 
downfall of theſe hath been malignantly prophe- 
cied of by the friends of infidelity at home. To 
divide an intereſt againſt itſelf, is the way to over- 
throw it : ſo ſaid our Lord in the words of the 
text: and may it be our wiſdom, at this aweful cri- 
fis, ſeriouſly to conſider, that © It is concord which 
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« encreaſes ſmall things, and it is diſcord which 


« diminiſhes great ones.. 

We thank God, that, as a nation, we haye not 
caſt off his faith and fear. We have proviſion 
for the prefervation of a religion. but decently 
ceremonious, and whoſe doctrines are derived 
from a literal ſenſe of the word of God: but 
for ſuch an eſtabliſhment, many villages in this 
land would be totally deſtitute of the knowledge 
of God, and without a teaching miniſter. The. 
care for God's worſhip is, as it ought to be, the 
firſt and chief concern with him, who is ap- 
pointed by the providence of God to rule over 
us. The Scriptures are properly made the baſis 
of the law; and to maintain the reſpect and vene- 
ration of thoſe Scriptures, is the higheſt honour, 
as well as the bounden duty of the magiſtrate. 

We wiſh all magiſtrates to rule in the fear of 
God; we wiſh all miniſters of religion to act 
conſiſtently with the ſolemn account they muſt 
one day give ; we with all people to ſupport the 
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well meant endeavours of their magiſtrates, and 


their miniſters ; and, as far as their influence may 
be uſeful, to ſtrengthen their hands in the work of 
their God, and for the good of their brethren. {79 
Indeed, were this to be univerſally the caſe, our 
country would be invincible, But though we 
lament great laxity, both as to religious principle 
and godly practice, yet we hope and believe 
there are multitudes who ſigh for the abomina- 
tions in the land, and entreat “ that God would 
© ſpare his people, and not give them over to re- 
e proach, that the keathen ſhould rule over them.“ 
Conſidering the iniquity which abounds, and the 
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bleſſings we enjoy, whatever ſome may think, we 
have competent cauſe to ſay of this land, © Happy 
e art thou, O Iſrael, a people fayoured of the 
Lord.“ 
We call ourſelves a Chriſtian nation, and indi- 
vidually we are called Chriſtians; but if we pro- 
feſs that we know God, let us be careful that we 
do not in works deny him, for this is dividing 
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Chriſt's viſible church againſt itſelf. —If we pro- 
feſs that we are diſciples of Chriſt, let us, as we 
ought, ſearch the Scriptures, for in them we have 
* the record of eternal life, and they are they 
* which teſtify of him.” That book will inſtruct 
the ignorant, and comfort the afflicted; it will re- 
fer us to the Great Firſt Cauſe of all things ; and 
it will lead us to the end and crown of 'all—the 
eternal ſalvation of our ſouls. The more it is ſe- 
riouſly ſtudied, the more highly ſhall we' eſteem it 
< as a light ſhining in a dark place,” till the day 
of eternal illumination « dawn upon our unembo- 
died ſpirits. 

We profeſs that the obſervance of the Cure 
tian Sabbath is a duty of indiſpenſible obligation, 
but our public roads on that day might make a 
ſtranger to exclaim “ ſurely the fear of God can- 
© not be in this place!” The purſuit of our plea- 
ſures on that holy day is not a fin againſt our own 
ſouls only, but it is a deprivation to many ſer- 
vants of the common right, which all men have, 


to 


IT * 

to a day of reſt and religious inſtruftion. We 
place the temptation of gain in their way; and 
it is a temptation which few will reſiſt, who are 
not Chriſtians indeed. Others are alſo led away by 
the example of the wealthy; and the ſabbath, in- 
ſtead of being occupied as a day wherein, more 
eſpecially, the will of God may be learned, and 
our ſouls prepared for an eternal ſabbath, is a 
day of riot and pleaſure ; and hence it is, that 
the miniſters of religion are diſcouraged, our 
churches are almoſt deſerted, and our priſons are 


completely occupied. Is not this inconſiſtency 


of practice with profeſſed principle—dividing the 


viſible kingdom of Chriſt againſtitſelf?—and ought 
we not to unite, by an exemplary conduct, to 
diſcountenance and ſuppreſs the diſhonour 
which God receives on the very day he hath ſet 
apart for the good of man? Unbelieyers take 
occaſion to argue againſt the Goſpel, from the 


conduct of nominal Chriſtians, over whom the 


Goſpel has no ſort of influence. This is a very 


c 2 unfair 
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28 
unfair method with them, but it ſhould be a very 


ſerious conſideration with us. 

| Gratitude alſo, to our God, imperiouſly de- 
mands a vigorous unanimity in our oppoſition to 
an increaſed importation of ungodly principles 
and licentious conduct. Recolle& what God has 
done for our iſland : he ſo far honoured us, as to 
make us a chief inſtrument in the Reformation of 
Religion ; ſo that from us ſounded forth the pure 
word of the Lord to many parts of the world. 
Recollett—when a force, called invincible, was 
ſent to oppoſe our progreſs in that good work of 
our God, he was a wall of fire round about us, 
becauſe his glory was ſeen among us.—OQur 
countrymen feared not to die in defence of the 
Proteſtant faith—one pillar of which is the free 


and conſtant uſe of the word of God. And 
ſhall we forget the mercies we have ever ſince 


experienced ? Shall we not join with our hearts, 
and by our praftice, as one man, to hand down 
to our poſterity, the public profeſſion of that holy 

| Religion, 
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Religion, which hath given birth to the liberties, 
and the comforts we enjoy? Shall we not be 
zealous for the honour of the God who made 
us? Zealous to maintain the revelation of his 
will which he hath given us? Zealous to 
preſerve and ſtudy the book, whoſe promiſes 
alone can illumine the gloomy path of 
death, and manifeſt, that it leads to everlaſting 
life ? Can the only dignity of man, his im- 
mortal felicity—can the only ſafety of man, 
his affiance in "Chriſt, and prayer for ſalvation 
through his grace—be of no importance to us? 
Are they not bleſſings, which cannot be loſt with- 
out the moſt direful conſequences ? 

Are we then to ſleep while the enemy is ſow- 
ing tares? Are we to be indifferent while the 
ſtorm is gathering around us? Are we to be ſu- 
pine and careleſs, till we loſe what we might 
never find again, as a nation, though many, like 
Eſau, who ſold his birthright, might deſire it 
* earneſtly with tears?” Are we to liſten to thoſe 
who are declaiming againſt public men, without 
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30 
making any allowance for public difficulties? 
Are the private affairs of ſuch which are com- 
pleatly under their own eye, totally faultleſs? 
Is there nothing in their families, in their ſhops, 
which might be conducted better? Why ſhould 


ſuch then unreaſonably expect that perfection ; 
on an inmenſely large ſcale, which they cannot 4; 
produce in a very confined circle? The fact is, li 
while they talk of liberty, they themſelves are 
the ſervants of vice. 4 

Let us not be deceived by ſpecious names. Bri 
The analylis of obſervation hath proved, that the tior 


irreligion, the profaneneſs, the diſcontent, the 


lewdneſs, the brutality, the ill temper, the abuſe, 

and the ridicule, of a certain claſs of men, when 
molten together in the furnace of popular diſcord, 
burſt forth in a fiery and deſtruftive torrent, and 
become the misſhapen idol, Modern Liberty.— 
An idol of this exact compoſition is what all peo- 
ple, nations, and languages, are commanded by 
France to worſhip.— To ſet up this monſter on 
the 
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the ruins of Chriſt's religion, ſeventy years have 


been employed on the continent by ſcoffers at 
the Goſpel, in diſtributing their deſtructive wit. 
Though we may be threatened and menaced by 


its votaries, if we will not offer our religion and 


our laws on its unhallowed altar ; may we, by 


our actions, reply, as the three Babylonian worthies 


did Our God, whom we ſerve, is able to de- 


liver-us out of thine hand,” 


May unanimity in defending our religious and 
civil liberties, characterize the heart of every 
Briton; and, while we unite in all vigorous exer- 
tions, may we raiſe our hearts to the God of all 


mercy, for his bleſſing on our endeavours—that 


our councils, our hearts, and our hands, may be 
properly directed and then & we ſhall be of good 


courage, and play the men for the cities of our 


God, and for our people.” Whatever we find in 
our hand to do, let us do it with all our might; 


and we have every reaſon to hope that the Lord 
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of ' Hoſts will yet be with us, that the God of 
Facob will yet be our refuge, and that we ſhall 
ſee our Jeruſalem in profperity all our life long 
For if God be for us, who can be againſt us l' 
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